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Alignment between Learning Outcomes and Assessment 

Figure 1: Intended Learning Outcomes 

Intended 
Learning 

Outcomes

What are they?

statements of what 
students will be able 
to do and to what 
standard

Why bother to write 
them?

make learning 
expectations clear; 
guide student focus

shift the focus of 
your course planning 
away from 'covering 
content' to what the 

student does

derive assessment 
tasks and criteria 

from them so 
assessment reflects 
learning objectives

How do you write 
good ones?

use verbs to 
specify things you 
can observe and 

measure

SOLO, Bloom's and 
other taxonomies 
provide specific 
verbs to indicate 
activity at each 

level
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Figure 2: Aligning learning outcomes with assessment and coursework 

The following table is a visual tool you can use to check whether the assessment tasks you have designed will result in students demonstrating achievement of the 

learning outcomes. 

ABCD1234: Course Name Assessment Task 1 Assessment Task 2 Assessment Task 3 

Use this row to describe what the 
assessment task requires students to do. 
Use verbs in your description. 

Tick where what the student needs to do is 
aligned with an intended learning outcome. 

ILO 1: 

ILO 2: 

ILO 3: 

ILO 4: 

ILO 5: 

ILO 6: 

Intended Learning Outcomes

What do I intend my 
students to be able 
to do after my 
teaching and to what 
standard?

Assessment

What type of 
assessment task will 
allow students to 
demonstrate those 
outcomes?

Program Activities

What sort of learning 
activities will best 
prepare and help 
students to achieve 
those outcomes?
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Using verbs and taxonomies in assessment design 

Choose verbs aligned to each level of a taxonomy to communicate to students what you want them to do

Levels of Observed Learning Outcomes
(SOLO) Taxonomy1 

Verbs aligned to levels of the SOLO Taxonomy

Unistructural Level 
(one aspect) 

define, find, identify, label, name, match, memorise, order, recall, recite, re-organise, tell, follow steps, arrange, 
reproduce, recognise, calculate, locate 

Multistructural Level 
(several aspects at a time) 

classify, categorise, describe, discuss, list, narrate, outline, report, select, separate, distinguish, sequence, 
combine, structure, conduct, illustrate, express 

Relational Level 
(several aspects integrated) 

analyse, apply, argue, justify, defend, substantiate, compare, contrast, conclude, research, construct, critique, 
debate, differentiate, draft, examine, explain, integrate, plan, organise, paraphrase, review and re-write, problem 
solve, resolve, summarise, relate,  translate principles to another circumstance, adapt, synthesise 

Extended Abstract Level 
(generalised or abstract implications) 

create, generate, extrapolate, generalise, hypothesise, interpret, invent, devise, prove, derive,  predict, judge, 
assess, evaluate, reflect 

Table 1:Structure of Observed Learning Outcomes (SOLO) Taxonomy 

1 For more information about the SOLO Taxonomy, see Biggs and Tang (2009), Teaching for Quality Learning at University: What the Student Does. (3rd ed.) pp.76-80

Assessment Design

• carefully chosen verbs help when
designing assessment because the
action indicates what sort of activity
you want students to undertake and
what ‘product’ they have to produce in
order for you to be able to see them
demonstrate their learning.

Criteria and Standards

• the verbs you choose to describe the
action students are to undertake to
complete the assessment task are part
of your explicit and pre-determined
criteria.

• performance against the criteria will be
measured with standards.

Marking and Exemplars

• what can I see in their work that
shows me that learning verb?

• develop an annotated example of
what an answer that just outlines
reasons looks like. Contrast it with an
example that shows what a proper
justification looks like.
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Levels of Bloom's Revised 
Taxonomy

Remember recall, identify, recognise, acquire, state, define, name, list, label, reproduce, order, indicate, record, relate, repeat, select, 

tell, describe, match, locate, report, cite, define, outline, complete, draw, find, give, isolate, pick, put, show 

Understand 
Constructing meaning from 
information 

translate, extrapolate, convert, interpret, transform, select, indicate, illustrate, represent, formulate, 

explain(who/what/when/where/that/how), classify, describe, discuss, express, locate, paraphrase, re-state, review, 

summarise, find, relate, define, clarify, diagram, compare, contrast, derive, arrange, estimate, extend, generalise, distinguish 

Apply
Using information in new situations 

apply, sequence, carryout, solve, prepare, operate, plan, repair, predict, instruct, compute, use, perform, implement, employ, 

construct, demonstrate, give examples, illustrate, interpret, investigate, practice, measure, operate, adjust, show, paint, draw, 

collect, dramatize, classify, order, change, write, manipulate, modify,  produce, schedule, translate, complete, examine, 
advocate, persuade, resolve 

Analyse 
Distilling and /or organising 
information into its components; 
solving problems 

analyse, estimate, detect, classify, discover, discriminate, explore, distinguish, catalogue, investigate, breakdown, order, 
determine, differentiate, dissect, examine, interpret, calculate, categorize, debate, diagram, experiment, question, solve, 

test, deconstruct, focus, find coherence, survey, compare, contrast, classify, investigate, separate, structure, categorize, 

determine evidence/premises and conclusions, appraise, criticize, debate, illustrate, infer, inspect, inventory, select, 

deduce, induce, argue, balance, moderate,  explain(how/why), challenge, question 

Create
Generate new ideas or compile 
information in a new way

plan, formulate, propose, theorise, design, build, compose, construct, create, perform, prepare, compare, contrast, 

hypothesize, invent, modify, improve, adapt,  devise, generate, revise, extend, project

Evaluate 
Using standards criteria, theories or 
processes to judge value 

evaluate, argue, verify, assess, test, judge, rank, measure, appraise, check, justify, determine, support, defend, critique, 

weigh, choose, decide, estimate, grade, rate, revise, score, coordinate,  debate,  monitor, discriminate 

Affective domain Is missing from Bloom’s which is why it is useful to work with more than one taxonomy 

Table 2: Bloom's Revised Taxonomy 

Verbs aligned to levels of Bloom's Revised Taxonomy
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