
 

TeachingPlus@UQ 2021/22 Program 1 
 

 
 

TeachingPlus@UQ 2021/22 
Program 
 

 

Institute for Teaching and Learning Innovation 
(ITaLI) 
31 August 2022 

 



 

TeachingPlus@UQ 2021/22 Program 2 
 

Contents 
1. Overview ............................................................................................................................................ 3 
2. Teaching team ................................................................................................................................... 4 
3. Participant projects ........................................................................................................................... 5 
Dr Louise Ainscough ........................................................................................................................................... 5 
Dr Gilda Carvalho ............................................................................................................................................... 6 
Ms Cecilia Chiu ................................................................................................................................................... 7 
Dr Remo Cossu .................................................................................................................................................. 8 
Ms Bev Coulter ................................................................................................................................................. 10 
Dr Darsy Darssan ............................................................................................................................................. 11 
Dr Amalie Dyda ................................................................................................................................................. 13 
Dr Rachel Fitzgerald ......................................................................................................................................... 14 
Dr Effie Kartsonaki ............................................................................................................................................ 15 
Associate Professor Katie Makar ..................................................................................................................... 16 
Dr Russell Manfield ........................................................................................................................................... 17 
Dr Adrian Oehmen ............................................................................................................................................ 18 
Dr Karen Olave-Encina ..................................................................................................................................... 19 
Dr Sunday Pam ................................................................................................................................................ 20 
Dr Freyr Patterson ............................................................................................................................................ 21 
Dr Adriana Penman .......................................................................................................................................... 22 
Associate Professor Martin Sale ...................................................................................................................... 23 
Dr Mehdi Serati ................................................................................................................................................. 24 
Dr Frances Shapter .......................................................................................................................................... 25 
Dr Garth Stahl ................................................................................................................................................... 26 

 

  



 

TeachingPlus@UQ 2021/22 Program 3 
 

1. Overview 
Continued Professional Learning is fundamental to the development of academics who will lead the teaching 
and learning innovation that is essential in any institution to keep pace with changes in technology, to 
enhance the student experience and learning, and to sustain and support evidence-based practice.   

The TeachingPlus@UQ program was originally developed through a Teaching Innovation Grant (TIG 
project) and is a year-long program led by a variety of UQ academics across faculties. Entrance to the 
program is selective with a focus on staff who have identified traits and interest in being future leaders at UQ. 
At the end of the program participants are encouraged to apply for the HEA accreditation scheme the Senior 
(or higher) Fellowship level.  

The 2021/22 program ran from May 2021 to July 2022, experiencing the twists and turns of a global 
pandemic on university life.  

In the first half of the program (May–Dec), participants engaged in 25 hours of a blended learning program 
comprising workshops, online activities, and small group interaction focused on planning a teaching and 
learning project connected to broader UQ and higher education sector trends. In the second half of the 
program (Jan–Jun), participants invested another 25 hours developing and implementing their projects while 
supporting others with their projects through small group interactions.  

At the completion of the program participants should be able to:  

• identify, explain, and evaluate inter/national higher education trends impacting teaching and learning 
practices connected to key UQ strategic responses 

• develop and/or implement a scholarly teaching and learning project to generate evidence that can 
inform practices, programs or policies 

• demonstrate individual leadership through the development and communication of a project 
connected to broader UQ and higher education conversations; and 

• apply active participation in practice and argue for its importance in relevant collegial communities 
contributing to advancing teaching and learning. 

This report provides an overview of participants and their projects.  
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2. Teaching team 
 

 

Professor Lydia Kavanagh 
PFHEA 
 
Deputy President, Academic Board 
Office of the President of the 
Academic Board 
Deputy Associate Dean Academic 
Faculty of Science  

 
 
 

Associate Professor                
Deanne Gannaway  
PFHEA 
 
Associate Professor 
Institute for Teaching and Learning 
Innovation  

 

Professor Julie Duck 
PFHEA 
 
Associate Dean (Academic) 
Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 

 
 

Associate Professor Jodie Copley 
SFHEA 
 
Associate Professor in Occupational 
Therapy  
School of Health and Rehabilitation 
Sciences, Faculty of Health and 
Behavioural Sciences 

    

 
 

Dr Bernadette Cochrane 
 
Lecturer 
School of Communication and Arts 
Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 
 
 

 

Dr Marissa Edwards  
 
Lecturer 
School of Business 
Faculty of Business, Economics and 
Law 

 

Associate Professor                
Sheranne Fairley  
 
Associate Professor 
School of Business 
Faculty of Business, Economics and 
Law   

Dr Chris Hay 
FHEA 
 
ARC DECRA Senior Research 
Fellow 
School of Communication and Arts 
Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 
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3. Participant projects 
Dr Louise Ainscough 

 

Louise Ainscough (SBMS) is a HEA Fellow, with Faculty citation and teaching excellence awards for supporting students’ 
self-regulated learning. 

She is a Senior Lecturer with the School of Biomedical Science within the Faculty of Medicine.  
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Dr Gilda Carvalho 

 

Gilda Carvalho is a Senior Lecturer at the Australian Centre for Water and Environmental Biotechnology (ACWEB) and the 
School of Chemical Engineering since 2018.  

She coordinates the Master of Urban Water Engineering.  
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Ms Cecilia Chiu 

 
 

Cecilia Chiu is an Associate Lecturer – Accounting in the School of Business, Faculty of Business, Economics and Law.  
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Dr Remo Cossu 

 

Remo is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Civil Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, Architecture and Information 
Technology. 

His research projects at UQ range across topics such as marine renewable energy and environmental engineering. Remo 
has received several teaching grants to improve student learning experiences within the Faculty and University.  
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Ms Bev Coulter 

 

Bev is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Chemical Engineering within the Faculty of Engineering, Architecture and Information 
Technology.  

Bev promotes strong links between the School and industry partners through a range of activities, including industrial site 
visits, student placements and internships, and industry-focussed curriculum.  
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Dr Darsy Darssan 

 

Darsy is a lecturer in Biostatistics in the School of Public Health, Faculty of Medicine and a Fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy.  

He promotes lifelong self-learning and critical thinking in his undergraduate and postgraduate classes offered to health sciences 
and medical learners. Darsy is interested in increasing Biostatistics learner engagement via peer feedback and authentic 
assessments. He is a Faculty of Medicine teaching award recipient for citations for outstanding contributions to student learning 
and received a teaching award (team) from the council of academic-public health institutions Australasia for implementing 
authentic assessment with an explicit connection to public health and epidemiology. 
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Dr         D’   z   

  

Matthew is a teaching focused lecturer with the School of Information and Technology and Electrical Engineering, Faculty of 
Engineering, Information Technology and Architecture.  

He teaches both third and fourth level computer engineering courses in the areas of embedded systems, digital design, IoT, 
and operating systems architecture.  

Matthew’s primary teaching interest is in providing authentic real world and practical learning experiences for electrical and 
computer engineering students. 
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Dr Amalie Dyda 

  

Amalie is a Senior Lecturer in Epidemiology in the School of Public Health, Faculty of Medicine.  

She is an infectious disease epidemiologist working as a teaching and research academic in the School of Public Health. 
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Dr Rachel Fitzgerald 

 

Rachel is the Deputy Associate Dean in the Faculty of Business, Economics and Law and Associate Director of Online 
Education in UQ Business School. Her primary interests are student centred digital learning design and leadership in higher 
education.  

An experienced business academic, Rachel is the program leader for the online Corporate Innovation MicroMasters and 
course coordinator for the capstone of the Master of Leadership and Innovation. Rachel is a senior fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy and associate editor for the Journal of University Teaching and Learning Practice. 
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Dr Effie Kartsonaki 

 

Effie is a teaching focused chemistry lecturer in the School of Chemistry and Molecular Biosciences, Faculty of Science. 

Her prime areas of interest and research focus mainly on how students learn new concepts in chemistry and how chemistry 
educators use this information to create learning tools to support their students.  

Effie’s research draws on constructivism, that is on the idea that learning is an acti e process and students’ acti e  agents in 
their learning journey. Specific areas she is exploring currently include how first year students learn in an introductory organic 
chemistry context, and how peer support and mentoring help students develop a sense of community and belonging. 
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Associate Professor Katie Makar 

 

Katie is an Associate Professor in the School of Education, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. 

She teaches prospective mathematics teachers and works with schools to build capacity addressing complex open-ended 
problems within the School of Education.  
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 Dr Russell Manfield 

 

Russell is a Lecturer and Entrepreneur-in-Residence at the UQ Business School.  

Russell teaches into innovation, strategy and entrepreneurship courses at undergraduate & postgraduate levels.   

He is a HEA Fellow and is currently working with the School of Mathematics & Physics to build a MOOC for global 
distribution exploring strategic resource allocations using quantum technologies.  

His research interests include entrepreneurial orientation and delivering social impacts in poverty markets. 
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Dr Adrian Oehmen 

 

Adrian is the Chief Examiner and Deputy Director of Teaching and Learning at the School of Chemical Engineering, Faculty of 
Engineering, Architecture and Information Technology.   

He also leads the Bioprocess Engineering Major and Masters of Bioengineering within this school. 
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Dr Karen Olave-Encina 

 

Karen is the Education and Training Coordinator for Research Ethics and Integrity.  

She coordinates training and develops and designs educational material for Human ethics, Animal ethics, research integrity 
and sanctions and controls. 
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Dr Sunday Pam 

 

Sunday is the Head of the Rockhampton Regional Clinical Rural Clinical School within the Faculty of Medicine and Chair of 
the Human Research Ethics Committee at Central Queensland Hospital and Health Service. 
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Dr Freyr Patterson 

 

Freyr is a Lecturer in Occupational Therapy in the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, Faculty of Health and Behavioural 
Sciences.  

She is passionate about supporting occupational therapy students to learn and become confident and competent clinicians. She has 
extensive clinical experience working across the continuum of care with clients with complex neurological conditions, particularly 
following brain injury. Her research focuses on the use of groups in occupational therapy practice and brain injury rehabilitation 
settings. She is also focusing on the educational needs of students and clinicians relating to the facilitation of group interventions, 
and the role of participation and measures of participation in brain injury rehabilitation. Freyr was the recipient of a HABS Faculty 
COCSL in 2022.  
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Dr Adriana Penman 

 

Adriana is a Lecturer in Speech Pathology in the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, Faculty of Health and 
Behavioural Sciences.   

Adriana has special interests in stuttering, simulation-based learning and clinical education. Her teaching methods promote the 
application of theoretical knowledge to clinical practice to support students’ transition to professional practice   

Adriana is a HEA Fellow and a recipient of School and Faculty teaching awards for her contribution to student learning across 
her courses in stuttering management. 
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Associate Professor Martin Sale 

  

Martin is an Associate Professor in Physiotherapy in the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, Faculty of Health and 
Behavioural Sciences.  

Martin’s pri ary interests are in neuroscience and hu an  o  e  ent  He enjoys optimising student learning by providing 
engaging, immersive and authentic learning resources. In 2020 Martin led the UQ2U re-design of a research methods course 
which now provides a bespoke online environment that allows different allied health students to engage with discipline-specific 
material to help inspire them about research. He is currently investigating ways to integrate peer feedback into his physiotherapy 
courses. 
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Dr Mehdi Serati 

 

Mehdi is a Lecturer in the School of Civil Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, Architecture and Information Technology.  
 
His core research expertise is analytical methods and computational modelling of geotechnical problems, materials testing, 
rock fracture mechanics, and the design of advanced experiments to test brittle solids. Mehdi has received several awards and 
teaching recognitions and is passionate about bringing practicality to his classes through constant engagement with industry to 
improve his teaching resources and to engage and motivate his students further.  
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Dr Frances Shapter 

 

Fran is a Lecturer in Veterinary Science in the School of Veterinary Science, Faculty of Science.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

TeachingPlus@UQ 2021/22 Program 26 
 

Dr Garth Stahl 

 
 

Garth is an Associate Professor in the School of Education, Faculty of humanities and Social Sciences.  a rth’s pri a ry 
interests are in literacy, gender and social class.   
 
He is an Associate Professor in the School of Education with a strong interest in pre-service teacher training.   
Previous to working at UQ he taught English and Sociology in London, UK and worked as a Vice Principal in New York City. 
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Academic Lead – Professional Learning 
Institute for Teaching and Learning Innovation 

T +61 7 3365 2890 
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W itali.uq.edu.au 
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