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UQ Summer Research Experience 2026

Project title: Exploring Student Engagement with Conversational Al Companions
Project 20 — 23 hours per week for 6 weeks

duration: Between 12 January and 20 February 2026

Description: This project investigates how students interact with Al companions

embedded in the RiIPPLE learning platform. The aim is to better understand
the different modes of engagement students adopt (e.g., information-
seeking, reflective, exploratory) when conversing with Al companions
designed to support learning. Using data collected from student-Al chat
transcripts, the project will involve qualitative and/or computational coding to
classify interaction types and identify patterns that may relate to learning
gains, student profiles, or feedback effectiveness. This study will contribute
to the development of more pedagogically effective Al tools in education.

Expected Students will gain experience in educational data analysis, qualitative
outcomes and coding techniques, and working with conversational Al data. Depending on
deliverables: interest and background, they may also use natural language processing

techniques to analyse patterns in text data. Expected outputs include a
short research report, a thematic coding scheme or prototype model of
engagement types, and a presentation summarising key findings. There
may also be opportunities to contribute to a future publication.

Suitable for: Open to students from a range of disciplines, including data science,
education, psychology, or human-computer interaction. Some experience
with qualitative analysis or coding (e.g. using NVivo or Python) would be

required.
Primary A/Prof Hassan Khosravi
Supervisor: https://about.ug.edu.au/experts/15849
Further info: For further information, please contact hassan.khosravi@ug.edu.au.

Students are welcome to reach out prior to applying if they have questions
about the project or their suitability.

Positions 2 students
available
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